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SCOTTISH LUTHERANISM 

Scottish Lutheranism does not yet 
exist; no, not here in East Kilbride, 
nor anywhere else in Scotland. There 
is no “Scottish” Evangelical Lutheran 
Church. 

There is an Evangelical Lutheran 
mission in Scotland, however. It is 
right here in East Kilbride. And it is 
for Scots ! 

Some day there may be a Scottish 
Evangelical Lutheran congregation. 
And it may very well be right here in 
East Kilbride. 

When will that happen? That de- 
pends entirely upon the Scots who 
live here in this new town—and upon 
the Word, upon when that Word will 
grasp them and they will grasp it. 


YOU HAVE QUESTIONS 


Do the people of East Kilbride 
want what you have to offer? Should 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
England continue to preach and to 
instruct? To deliver handbills and 
show films? ‘To hold youth clubs and 
family nights? To rent a hall and 
pay a minister? To press on, plan- 
ning for a Lutheran future here? Do 
Scots want Lutheran Christianity? 
(You readers agreed last November 
that the two words, “Lutheran” and 
“Christian” are synonymous . 
remember ?) 


You have many questions. The 
answers, once again, depend on the 
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people who live here in East Kil- 
bride, upon the people who come to 
worship at our Lutheran services, | 
upon how they grasp the Word, | 
which grasps at them. 


ONE YEAR 


Your Lutheran mission has been: 
here one year. It is your man,and your 
manse; your catechism, and your 
cups and saucers; your work, an 
your Word (which the Author has 
entrusted to you, that is); your altar, 
your pulpit, your baptismal font, 
your chairs. 

In the past year you’ve seen andi 
met all kinds of people coming to» 
the services and activities here, pract- 
ising Christians from other denomin~ 
ations. You’ve seen Baptists and Pres+ 
byterians, Roman Catholics and Sal- 
vationists, Brethren and Congrega~ 
tionalists, Anglicans and Pentecostals'. 

But you’re not here to serve these’, 
are you? You’re here to serve Scots 
who have no church home at all — 
Scottish husbands, Scottish wives), 
Scottish teenagers, Scottish childrer| 
—Scots who have drifted from the 
church, who have no pastor, no vis+ 
ible connection with Christ, people 
who in the eyes of the loving Saviour 
are as sheep without a shepherd. You. 
want to serve people who havn’t ye 
grasped the Word. You want tha. 
Word to get in and hold of thei 
lives. Have you seen any of these 
In Scotland? | 


SEEING AND HEARING 
IS BELIEVING 


Yes, you have. You can beliew 
your eyes. Have you talked to ani 
people who have no hope, no faith i: 
Christ? Yes, you have. You cat 
believe your ears. 

The people who are in the instru 
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tion class here, who have met to- 
gether every week for the past nine 
months, read in God’s Word that 
)-heir heavenly Father loves them, and 
g-i-v-e-s them the forgiveness of their 
sins through Jesus Christ, God’s Son. 
They can hardly believe their eyes! 
They hear, in the simple words of 
Martin Luther’s Catechism: “I be- 
lieve that I cannot by my own reason 
Jor strength believe in Jesus Christ, 
“my Lord, or come to Him; but the 
Holy Ghost has called me by the 
|Gospel, enlightened me . . . sanctified 
and kept me...” They can hardly 
believe their ears! 


) The Word is being grasped. These 
"Jpeople, these Scots are learning what 


0 
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you have already learned, namely, 
what it means to be justified by 
grace through faith (Ephesians 2: 
8-10, according to St. Paul, by in- 
spiration, without computer). 


1963 CHRISTMAS FILM FESTIVAL 


Over two hundred people attended 
this year’s Christian Film Festival. 
20,000 invitations were dropped into 
letter-boxes. That meant about 300 
miles of walking. An average twenty- 
five people showed up each night. 
The general public were invited to 
these films. But it was stated after 
each film showing, that those who 
have church connections, while more 
than welcome to see the films, should 


The first fruits of the 1962 Christian Film Festival: Sunday School and teacher, too 


remain in the churches where they 
attended Sunday by Sunday. 


Over three hundred children 
attended the children’s films. Here, 
too, it was stated that the children 
who have a Sunday School of their 
own should remain in it, 


Why do you say this? Because you 
know that God’s Word is used by 
other Christian churches, as well as 
by ours. Because you know that in 
every church where the Word is pro- 
claimed, there are people who grasp 
it and believe it. Because you do not 
believe that your church is the “only 
saving church”, Because you respect 
the ministries of other Christian 
churches, in this sense that other 
Christian churches have the author- 
ity, by the Word, to teach and preach 
the Word, to forgive or retain sins. 
Because they, too are ever so respons- 
ible for bringing hope and faith and 
comfort to their people through that 
Word. 


But you are here, ELCE, because 
you use the Word, because you are a 
saving church, because you have a 
ministry, and authority to teach and 
preach, forgive and retain, because 
God has made you responsible, under 
Him, for your use of His Word. 
Don’t forget that. You have grasped 
the Word, and the thirty-five child- 
ren who are in the Sunday School 
here need that Word, and the thirty 
or more people who are in church 
here every Sunday need that Word. 
You cannot hold the Word to your- 
self! If you have felt its power, you 
must let others grasp it! 


WILL THEY GRASP IT? 


Will Scottish Lutheranism ever 
come about? Will we, here in East 
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Kilbride, kneel down and lay hole 
of the precious Word that God la 
at our feet, rather than try again an 
again to stretch ourselves up to grasj 
a God that cannot be reached by 
feeble man? Will we learn, thi 
Christmas again, that the Word be) 
came flesh, and dwelt among men 
That He, the living Word, now con: 
tinues to impart forgiveness an¢ 
peace, by His Spirit, through 
written Word which He has given 
us? Will we make up our minds 


and cherish it, because we learn tha§j 
without that Word we cannot reall 
live or love? ) 


Will disappointment prevent us 
Will preconceived notions deter us § 
Are we rebuffed, or are we challenge 
by the fact that in Glasgow, accorcl 
ing to a recent report in the Glasgor: 
Herald Church of Scotland member} 
think so little of the Word that the 
give an average of threepence a wee! 
to their churches? 


GOD’S HAND REACHES OUT ; 
God the Father gave His So} 


Jesus Christ, to be the supreme sacri 
fice for all our offences. God now 
gives us His Word, wherein we lear’ 
of His Gift. In that Word, Jesu 
Christ says: “If ye continue in m- 
Word, then are ye my disciples im} 
deed; and ye shall know the trutl | 
and the truth shall make you free. 
We are to take the Word and “Go 
with it, says Christ, in Matthew 2¢ 


The colour for “Go” is green. 
colour of the harvest, here in Sco) 
land, at least, is golden. And yon) 
know something . . . people becom}, 
red hot ... when the Word get hol 
of them! 
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The Word Shall Stand 


We must be due to begin a dis- 
/ cussion on the Apostles’ Creed today. 
May I suggest that we take up the 
very first statement that this Creed 
ol) makes? 

Your suggestion is a good one. The 
Apostles’ Creed begins with the 
\Pmajestic words: “I believe in God 
‘the Father Almighty, Maker of 
oj heaven and earth.” Amidst all the 
)) confusion and doubt and anguish and 
|) unhappiness and despair with which 
human beings are troubled—modern 
science and learning, with all their 
‘| vast strides, have been able to do very 
little about these problems—the great 
and overriding need of all men of 
every nation, colour, and tongue is 
‘the simple and humble faith which 
includes “I believe in God the Father 

Almighty Makerof Heavenand earth”. 


There do not seem to be many 
today who believe that the universe 
was simply created by the word of 
the Almighty God. 
|} That is very true; but it certainly 

does not prove anything. How much 
does man with all his learning and 
wisdom really know? It is quite safe 
to say that all he knows or is ever 
| likely to know is but an infinitesimal 
part of all that is to be known. ‘There 
is One who does know all things; the 
| all-knowing God. In His Word, the 
Holy Scriptures, He tells us about 
the origin of the universe, including 
man. The very first chapters of 
Genesis speak of this matter. 

Do you believe that the Genesis 
story must be taken at its face value? 

Yes, I do. I cannot see how it can 
be taken otherwise without doing 


_ Novemser, 1963 


God’s Handiwork— Or Chance 


serious violence to the Scriptures as a 
whole and to certain utterances of 
Christ and other teachings of the 
New Testament in particular. If the 
historicalness of the first chapters of 
Genesis is questioned, then the histor- 
icalness and validity of later events, 
which are so closely bound up with 
the events recorded in Genesis, must 
come into question too. 


I am afraid I don’t quite follow 
your argument. Could you give some 
examples? 

Of course. In Matthew 19: 4,5 
our Lord Himself speaks of the creat- 
ion of male and female by God and 
of the institution of marriage in the 
Garden of Eden. He actually quotes 
Genesis 1: 27 and 2: 24. Are we to 
assume that Jesus bases His argu- 
ment on that which is, after all, myth 
and fable, or a mixture of fact and 
fancy? Or let us take a case which 
is even more vital: Why did Christ 
come into the world? To redeem all 
men from the curse of their sin, from 
death and hell. Sin came into the 
world through Adam. Salvation came 
through Christ. These two facts are 
most intimately connected. St. Paul 
says (1 Cor. 15: 22): “As in Adam 
all die, so in Christ shall all be made 
alive.” If what we are told about the 
coming into the world of sin and 
death comes into question, then, of 
course, what we are told about the 
deliverance through Christ also comes 
into question, The Genesis-story and 
the story of Christ’s redemption are 
so closely linked up with each other 
that you cannot touch the one with- 
out touching the other. 
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But don’t you think that some of 
the features of the Genesis story seem 
weird and fanciful? 

The Bible is full of things that 
seem strange to man. The most 
“weird and fanciful” of them all is 
that God so loved sinners that He 
gave His only Son into the death of 
the cross for them. And yet this is 
the very heart and centre of the 
entire Christian Gospel. As we ap- 
proach the Scriptures to learn of 
God’s glorious works and ways it is 
essential that we keep in mind a few 
basic truths : God is almighty and all- 
knowing. God’s ways and thoughts 
are not our ways and thoughts (Is. 
55: 8-10). It is hardly to be won- 
dered at that there are, in the realm 
that is outside our normal realms of 
experience, things that seem strange 
and even foolish to us. There are 
things in the Scriptures of which we 
shall in this life, because of our ignor- 
ance, never be able to get to the 
bottom; and God does not ask us to 
square all the truths He has revealed 
to us with our puny human reason— 
He only asks us to accept and believe. 


What would you say about the 
theory of evolution? 


I would say this: I am convinced 
that the Genesis story of the origin of 
the universe and of life is “less re- 
volting to common sense” than the 
theory of evolution. People not 
really “in the know” sonietimes imag- 
ine evolutionary hypotheses to be 
proven facts and believe that the 
theory of evolution does not any 
longer have any really great difh- 
culties to contend with. There are, in 
fact, a number of tremendous diff- 
culties and problems that challenge 
the theory today as they always have 
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done. I need mention only two: the) 
origin of the solar system (evolution) 
teaches that the universe and our 
solar system developed by change) 
over a period of billions of years);) 
and the origin of life. I know that 
many (not by any means. all, 
people sometimes mistakenly think), 
of the wise and learned of this world) 
reject Genesis and embrace the 
theory of evolution; but I am not 
duly worried about that. 


You would not say, would you, 
that the Bible answers all the que: 
tions and solves all the difficulties? 


Not at all. There are difficulties 
and mysteries in Scripture. But we 
may be confident that the Bible as: 
God’s Word is true and as such does 
not conflict with nature. Such con- 
flicts as exist are only apparent. They 
have their roots in our lack of in= 
formation, In the final analysis, it is 
as simple as that ! | 


“T believe in one God the Father 
Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth 
and of all things visible and invis~ 
ible”. (Nicene Creed). “The heavens 
declare the glory of God; and the 
firmament showeth his handywork.’* 
Ps. 19:1. “Every house is built by 
someone, but the builder of all things 
is God.” Heb. 3:4. This is the 
eternal truth! 


“T believe that God has made me 
and all creatures; that He has giver» 
me my body and soul, eyes, ears, anc) 
all my members, my reason and al! 
my senses, and still preserves them : 
also clothing and shoes, meat ancl 
drink, house and home, wife ancl 
children, fields, cattle, and all my 
goods”. The Lutheran Catechism. 


W. P. Borcas 
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A Look at Swaziland Today 


Racial Policy 

When the Constitutional Commit- 
tee for Swaziland began its work 
early in 1961, it considered also the 
problem of racial discrimination. The 
committee recommended that all dis- 
‘criminatory legislation in force in the 
‘Territory should be repealed. 

The three Boards of Advice on 
African, European and Eurafrican 
education recommended the abolition 
of the existing boards and the estab- 
lishment of a single, inter-racial Ad- 
visory Board of Education. Legisla- 
tion was drafted to give effect to this 
proposal, which is in conformity with 
the general policy of Government 
aimed at the elimination of racial 
barriers. 


Travel 


By the end of 1964, Swaziland will 
have its first railway. It will run 
right across the Territory, beginning 
at Bomvu Ridge, near the western 


raising and shifting cultivation is re- 
flected in the design of the tradit- 
ional beehive-shaped huts. They con- 
sist of an approximately semi-hemis- 
pherical framework of thin branches 
over which a cover of thatching grass 
is roped to provide shelter. Entrance 
is gained through a low doorway and 
usually has to be made on hands and 
knees. This type of structure can be 
made in various sizes, some being 
twenty feet in diameter, and can be 
moved from one site to another. 
Although bee-hive shaped huts are 
still being built, the modern tendency 
is to construct more solid buildings. 
The walls are constructed of earthen 
sods or stones placed within a light 
wooden framework and later plas- 
tered with clay. Thatch is still the 
most common roofing material. The 
use of bricks, concrete blocks, 
mortared stonework and corrugated 
iron or asbestos roofing is still un- 
usual, but a few examples of build- 


Beehive huts alongside modern railways and airports are part of the changing face 


of Swaziland today, the Rev, Marvin Brammeier reports as he continues the general 


overview of the Southern African country chosen as the ELCE overseas mission field 


border with Transvaal, to the Mocam- 
bique border, where it will join 
the existing Portuguese railway at 
Goba. 

Since April 1961, an airfield has 
been in use at Masapa. It consists of 
a runway 4,800 feet long and 150 
craft up to 30,000 Ib. 


Housing 


The semi-migratory nature of 
Swazi life in earlier times, with a sub- 
sistence economy based on cattle- 
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ings constructed with these materials 
can be seen in most rural areas. 


Further Needs 


This new, emerging country, which 
is adopting new methods of travel 
and building and industry, also needs 
the old, but always new, Gospel of 
Jesus Christ. Without this Gospel 
there can be no true progress. Will 
you help bring it to Swaziland by 
means of your prayers and personal 
efforts ? 


SEVEN 


——— 


News from our churches 


1964 SYNOD AT RUISLIP, MAY 1-2 
Offer of Church Site at East Kilbride Accepted at Council Meeting 


The first two days of May, 1964, Friday and Saturday, were named as thi 
dates for the Tenth Annual Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church 
England by the Executive Council at their meeting at 42 Museum Street 
Monday, 11 November. The Synod, the annual general meeting of ELC 
congregations and missions, will be held at St. Andrews Lutheran Church 
The Synod was last held in Ruislip in 1961, 


The Council also announced that the Synodical Budget Conference woul 
take place at Ruislip on Saturday, 16 February. At this meeting delegates, 
one pastor and one layman from each congregation and mission, will consid 
expenditure and income for the year 1964 and will propose the total ELCE 


Ruislip. 


budget for 1965. 


Also dealt with at the November meet- 
ing was the church site offered for lease 
by the East Kilbride Development Corpor- 
ation, After hearing the report of the 
Rey. Warren Fanning, East Kilbride pastor, 
on the results of the second Christian 
Film. Festival, and after considerable dis- 
cussion, the Council accepted the offer. 
The proposed church site is .506 acres and 
is located on the main Glasgow-East Kil- 
bride bus route in the Westwood neigh- 
bourhood of the new town. The lease 
charge is £25 per annum. The Corpora- 
tion have given permission for the erect- 
ion of temporary hall which may stand 
for a maximum of six years. The present 
mission at East Kilbride hires the YMCA 
hall in the centre of the town two nights 
per week. 


In the annual review of salaries, the 
Council studied the Index of Wages 
figures issued by the Ministry of Labour. 
According to the reporf, the national 
Index of Wages rose from 130.2 in 1962 
to 33.6 in 1963, a rise of approximately 
24°%,. The Council resolved to adjust the 
salaries of workers in its pay by 24° 
beginning 1 January 1964. Self-support- 
ing and subsidized congregations are asked 
to consider similar action. 


The next meeting of the Council will 
take place on Monday, 2 December. 


EIGHT 


AMERICAN SUDAY SCHOOL 
ADOPTS EAST KILBRIDE 


First Lutheran Church of Omaha 
Nebraska, is celebrating its 90th Anniver. 
sary in 1963 and its 600-pupil Sunda 
School is expressing its gratitude to G 
in a unique manner. It has “adopted® 
the Sunday School at East Kilbride 
making gifts for the purchase of equip 
ment. Birthday gifts to the Scottish Sun 
day School already include a 35mm filmy 
strip projector, 5 copies of “The Child 
ren’s Hymnal”, many Sunday School les: 
sons. To link the two groups of childrex 
more closely, tape recordings were ex 
changed and played in both Omaha ane 
East Kilbride. 


1964 Synod Resolutions 


All ELCE congregations, missions, 
boards and other eligible bodies are 
asked to give early consideration to 
resolutions which they intend to 
submit for debate at the 1963 Synod. 
Such resolutions must be in the 
hands of the Secretary, 42 Museum 
Street, London, W.C.1], not later 
than 31 January 1964, 
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Our Churches in the N ews 


East Kilbride News 
Friday, November 15, 1963 


Church Fights for Existence 


The Church is people—people who 
fight for something—who fight for truth, 
responsibility, purpose, “belonging”. 

Just such a Church is the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church. Everyone who steps in 
gets this feeling, whether member or 
visitor. And it’s a good feeling, the feeling 
people want, when they stop to think 
about it. 

This Church has something to say and 
to offer. And all this is bound up in the 
Word of Forgiveness and Power, which 
has Jesus Christ as its core and centre. 
And such a Church, such people, find the 
message relevant. 

The information class struggles for 
clarity in understanding the Gospel mes- 
sage. The Sunday School struggles for 
variety and meaning in education. The 
Church services present purpose for the 
Church’s mission. The discussions are 
focussed on smoothness of organisation. 

The Evangelical Lutheran Church has 
been around long enough to know that 
when the purity of the Word is stressed, 
and is done so in direct relationship to life, 
people will find satisfaction and direc- 

tion. Have you? 


South Devon Times 
Friday, October 25, 1963 


Reformation Day 


The Rev Robert Bruer, Pastor of Plymp- 
ton’s Lutheran Church, writes: “Be 
pleased to remember... the 31st of Oct- 
ober.” Does that sound not quite right? 
Why should one remember the 31st Oct- 
ober? 


What happened on that day? On the 
31st October, 1517, Dr. Martin Luther 
nailed his famous 95 Theses to the door 
of the Castle Church in Wittenberg, chal- 
lenging the current errors in teaching con- 
cerning the Gospel of forgiveness of sins. 

His intention was to bring out into the 
open by discussion and public debate the 
shameless sale of indulgence, for it was 
openly proclaimed by some in the Church 
that the purchase of indulgence for money 
made repentance unnecessary. 


Sorry Business 

Luther was concerned about what this 
whole sorry business was doing to the 
souls of those whom God had given into 
his charge. 

It was completely contrary to that 
which the Word of God stated so crystal 
clearly: ‘The righteousness of God _ is 


“Don't NUDGE ME WHEN THE PASTOR IS PREACHING / HiS SERMONS ARE 
AIMED AT EVERYBODY — NOT JusT ME // 
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revealed from faith to faith: as it is 
written, the just shall live by faith” (Rom. 
ph A 

A sinner is not saved by his own good 
living, but by faith in the righteousness of 
Christ. Luther was distressed by the way 
in which these errors perverted this pure 
and simple Gospel, and made mockery of 
“faith”. He protested, and his protest 
changed the world. 


Luther's influence was not confined to 
his own age—or country. 


In the 16th century, Luther’s influence 
was felt in Britain in the lives of men 
like Robert Barnes—who gave his life for 
his Lutheran faith. Thomas Dusgate — he 
stayed in Luther’s home for a time — 
spoke out against the same wrong teach- 
ing in the West of England, and nailed 
theses to the doors of West Country 
churches. 


Luther’s lasting influence was felt by 
British Protestantism through men like 
William Tyndale and Miles Coverdale to 
whom the English-speaking world owes 
our own beloved Authorised Version, and 
in the theology and lives of men like 
Thomas Cranmer, John Bunyan and John 
Wesley. 

Thomas Carlyle calls Luther’s dramatic 
stand on the Word of God. “the greatest 
moment in the modern history of men.” 

Why was 3lst October, 1517, so im- 
portant, causing the anniversary of that 
day to be remembered as “Reformation 
Day” by evangelical Christians the world 
over even today—450 years later? Be- 
cause the pure Gospel which was at stake 
then is still at stake today. 

There is good reason to remember the 
31st October. 


Kentish Times 
Friday, September 20, 1963 


New Lutheran Church breaks 


from tradition 


Plans for the Lutheran church to be 
built at Poverest Road, Petts Wood, are 
now almost completed and the final model 
shows that the wishes of the pastor (the 
Rev. John Sims) and his congregation, 
translated by architect Mr. G. Cook, into 
terms of reality, provide a place of wor- 
ship which, -in many ways, breaks away 
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from the traditional concept of church 
and church hall. 


The building, which has evolved after 
months of planning and discussion be- 
tween Church members and architects, is’ 
“first and foremost the home of a Luth-- 
eran community.” 


As such, explained the architect (Mr. 
Gordon Cook, of Bromley), who sketched 
his first idea for the church on the back 
of an envelope while waiting for lunch 
one day, it embraces every aspect of life 
and the merging of worship into everyday 
life is reflected in the building. 


The worship room and hall back on to: 
each other and are separated by an ex-. 
tremely light screen which .can, on rare: 
occasions, be drawn back. There are no 
sharp divisions between church, hall andi 
auxilliary rooms. - 


; 


Focal point 


Focal point in the worship room is tha 
altar and on three sides of this centra’ 
space are the pews. “Everything in the 
building brings you to this central gather- 
ing,” said the architect. 


On the outside, a “roof lantern” and @ 
cross replace the traditional dome or spire 
to mark the place of the altar beneath. 
Eventually the triangular “lantern” wil! 
be filled with stained glass to throw colouy 
on the sanctuary. 


The “floating” roof of the worship roons 
is composed of three triangles whicl 
“create the effect of a cover round the 
pivot of the community.” 


Included in the plan is a “crying room” 
It is sound-proof, looks on to the churclh 
and is designed with an eye to providins 
a place where a mother can placate = 
wailing child during a service. A walle 
garden and terrace also form part of thy 
plan. 


The building will be of brick with 
timber roof. Inside the worship room, thy 
two flanking walls will be of stone, th» 
east wall behind the altar of timbe» 
Immediately behind the altar will be © 
mural “not to dominate, but to giv” 
emphasis and meaning to it.” 

The church will seat 146 and will b» 
warmed by a new form of heating muc! 


used in Norwegian Churches, known # 
“Black Heat”. 
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